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welcome to TikTok

4

welcomel!

We've created this handbook to give you all the
tips and tricks you need to launch your artist
account on TikTok. Hope you enjoy, and please
share with anyone else who needs it!

- SRt
% You Give Me Something
duet with me
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e FLO:“TikTok is such a great
platform to showcase your|

X o

e Stepz: “Gaining an audience
authentic way.”

e Venbee: “TikTok has had to be heard with music
such an impact on where | globally all thanks to God +

am today! 've made so TikTok my life has changed!”

many fans on the platform

and continue to grow as an

artist on it! I'm so honoured

—t

Breakthrough Artists”

o be one of TikTok’s *

X




eicome toTiTok ® i
before we get sta rted..@

T
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We know that being an artist means you are busy writing, recording, touring and
promoting your music.

TikTok can be a huge help to your career, but consistently creating great content
can feel intense and overwhelming at times. Forcing creativity doesn’t tend to
work and success doesn’t usually happen overnight.

The key is to be authentic and stay true to your creative vision - that goes for the
music you make and the content you create. Remember, TikTok is a place to
bring joy, engage with your fans, be your authentic self and build a community
around your music.




artist handbook plopk]
welcome to TikTok

o If you nheed more help
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For extra information to support your account, check out the safety tips in our

Creator Portal.

As a musician or artist, if you feel like your mental health is suffering, please
take a look at the dedicated resources from the Musician’s Union and Music
Minds Matter.

We're committed to help you succeed - and we really want you to enjoy the
ride along the way.



https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/community-guidelines-and-safety/safety-tips/
https://musiciansunion.org.uk/health-wellbeing/mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.musicmindsmatter.org.uk
https://www.musicmindsmatter.org.uk

SO! You've decided
to join TikTok! Let's get

\
\ \
\w/

X
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getting started

choose a clear and recognisable handle and profile pic

add links to your Instagram & YouTube channels

keep your bio simple and fun

get to know the app -it's packed full of features and easy-to-use tools

check our Creator Portal for more instructions

d' TikTok v 7


https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/
https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/category/getting-started-on-tiktok/
https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/

TikTok mythbusting

~Chapter one:

let's clear up a few myths
+

people talk a lot about TikTok... but is it all really true?

d" TikTok
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| = it’'s all
dances and
lip syncs

TikTok today is so much more. We're home
to an incredibly diverse range of content
from music to football to fashion, cooking to
crafting... even pool cleaning and
trainspotting! Anything goes if it's fun,
interesting and engaging.

d" TikTok 9

ICOME[CHECK(OUTRTHE!
ICUOTHESIIGOTIGIETED]

watch on TikTok



https://www.tiktok.com/@akala/video/6963693359739276550?lang=en&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/@jordanadetunji/video/7143696251576519941?_r=1&_t=8ZgJ9XBTseL
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TikTok mythbusting

watch on TikTok
but tonight i wanna
Myth #2 dedicate it to the brave
people that are protesting

iniran...

TikTok videos £
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to be funny e

Success on TikTok is all about being your
genuine self, whatever shape that takes. You
can use your channel to express your interests,
emotions, passions, values, creativity and to
support causes that are important to you.

#Hmentalhealthawareness
Ji Heal - Tom Odell 1 10


https://www.tiktok.com/@tompeterodell/video/6961051194995313926?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/@tompeterodell/video/7147704248002743579
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TikTok mythbusting

€&=D
‘you have to pos

3timesad

You don’t need to be TikTokin’ 24/7.

Posting 3-4 times a week has shown to
provide best audience growth and
engagement

d" TikTok n


https://www.tiktok.com/@ajtracey/video/6996242806104755461?lang=en&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
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TikTok mythbusting

Our community love an incredible variety of
music. From drill to hardcore, jazz, afropop, lo-fi,
K-pop, turbo-folk and classical... there is a place
for everybody and every sound.

d" TikTok 12


https://www.tiktok.com/@jazminbean/video/6912581203887459585?lang=en&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/@romyxromyxromy/video/7192935306994191621
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.-
and it's only

for kids

Artist and fans of all generations are taking over
TikTok! Elton, ABBA, Rod Stewart, Gloria Gaynor,
Queen and Brian May, Stevie Nicks, Tom Jones,
Madonna, Nile Rodgers and even the Rolling
Stones - to name just a few.... Everyone’s
welcome!

Watch on TikTok

J TikTok - | I 13


https://www.tiktok.com/@eltonjohn/video/6996771000100621573?lang=en&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/@nilerodgersandchic/video/7096986804401884421?_r=1&_t=8ZZVgn4pKPV
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curating your brand

@& @® chapter two: @@
finding your voice

how to stay authentic & curate your brand on TikTok

d" TikTok 14



finding your voice

4
don't be afraid to experiment and
try things that feel authentic to you

K

d' TikTok
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finding your voice #fosh'\On\'.\\(tO\(

#cleantok
#food
#bOOkto k

think beyond music! TikTok lets you
follow your passions, and find new fans

in those communities

%w%
= €@
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i yomnee #inTheStud
#BehindThesong

W

=y watch music!

get inspiration from artists you
admire and our flagship music
hashtags - designed to give you
a natural route into creation

dJ' TikTok % 7
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&

finding your voice

experiment with performances

try acoustic, acapella or over instrumentals

can it fit it into your writing & rehearsal routine?

pick a spot where you feel comfortable performing

try your own songs and covers you love

is it original and engaging?
d' TikTok g gaging 18
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finding your voice

*¥storytelling'is very
powerful - what do you
want fans to learn
about you?
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finding your vo ice

W £

going viral shouldn't be your
main goal- engaging with your
audience is most important

d' TikTok
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simple do’s and don’ts

Qchapter three:

Some guidelines for making the most of TikTok m

d' TikTok 21
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simple do’s and don’ts
4

Experiment! Try different ideas and see what works
for you. You'll learn new formats, skills, and what
fans old and new enjoy seeing you do on TikTok

Film in portrait mode, make it intimate and
personal so fans connect with your video

Try to post 3-4 times a week for the best
audience growth and engagement (you can
shoot up to 10 minute videos, videos should
always be longer than 5 seconds)

Try out Duet, Stitch and Save Video in your
settings so fans can interact with your videos

d' TikTok 22
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h =

Worry about getting it wrong... If you post something that
doesn't connect, it's not damaging your account

Forget to double-check your caption before
posting a video, you can't edit it afterwards

Make videos less than 5 seconds!

Repost 16:9 marketing-type assets - they
generally don't really connect in the same way

Upload pre-released audio clips longer than 60s

d' TikTok 23



artist handbook 2023
simple do’s and don’ts

chapter four:
read the”wod+

SNy

getting the most bang for your videos AN\

d' TikTok 24
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spread the word

d" TikTok

Get creating! Artists that post 3-4x per week can
gain almost six times greater video views on their
channel than those posting just once per week.

Not only that, by posting more often you can also
get more views on all your videos, not just the new
ones.

Posts should always be longer than 5 seconds!

ke
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watch on TikTok

.
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https://www.tiktok.com/@nilerodgersandchic/video/6896418283390520578?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/@joycrookesmusic/video/7151078838548598021?lang=en

2023
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spread the word

o«

4.,

ot P

sharing
videos

Share watermarked TikToks on other channels

Let people know you are posting there

i \‘\ ; "
i know it’s been a p- Let fans know you're on TikTok by sharing across
other socials - a few watermarked posts can do

while..., B8
" wonders for your TikTok follower count.

FXIT L PR REN Y

watch on TikTok

26
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https://www.tiktok.com/@biminibabes/video/6961446880257559813?lang=en&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/@pinkpantheress/video/7089116251099761926?lang=en
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duetting S
videos @&

Duet other artists or fans to build a presence

Keep an eye out on duetting trends

Our community loves watching Artist Duets. It's an
easy way to lean-into the amazing content
created by creators and fellow musicians.

watch on TikTok

d' TikTok 27


https://www.tiktok.com/@elliegoulding/video/6928029380329360646?is_copy_url=0&is_from_webapp=v1&sender_device=pc&sender_web_id=7004851765049787909
https://www.tiktok.com/@chloeadamsmusic/video/7127651426842578181?is_from_webapp=1&web_id=7059305027630335494

artist handbook N . 2023

I ‘starting
| duets

Connect with fans by sharing the best ones on your channel

Ask fans to sing along duetting your latest release.
Great examples of this are Alicia Keys, Ed Sheeran,
Nile Rodgers and Sam Smith.

watch on TikTok

d' TikTok 28


https://www.tiktok.com/@edsheeran/video/7001899242667248901
https://www.tiktok.com/@edsheeran/video/7085774618752994565
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spread the word

l is it important to you that
| the artist be a part of your
writing process or you

don't mind writing the
song alone and giving it
to them after?

Post a Q&A announcement

Video reply to the best questions

Kamille encouraged fans to submit
questions and uploaded 8 replies to fans

to her TikTok profile. This is a great way to
engage with fans, and she gained around
10K followers throughout that week.

d' TikTok 29


https://www.tiktok.com/@bastille/video/6943175001810029829?is_copy_url=0&is_from_webapp=v1&sender_device=pc&sender_web_id=7004851765049787909
https://www.tiktok.com/@kamilleofficial/video/7158806936299900165?lang=en
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spread the word

¢ adamtheflop
f,  Adam Barrera - 2022-12-4

| am so happy @raye is getting the recognition she deserves #raye
#escapism #music #popmusic #adamtheflop

J1 Escapism. Sped up (Official) - RAYE & 070 Shake

© 60O~

https:/ tiktok.com/@adamtheflop/video/71734044348... Copy link

commenting
on videos

Artists who engage with the TikTok commmunity through
video comments can see greater follower growth, views,
likes and even higher video finish rates compared to those

who don’t comment. comment on videos using your music,
fans will get really excited & it's great to
drive engagement and new followers

o
Thank you for sharing a little bit of my story ‘@& rlly
appreciate it xxx

d' TikTok
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spread the word

stitch

Connect your videos with other users

watch on TikTok

d" TikTok 31


https://www.tiktok.com/@ladyleshurr/video/6985208632539401478
https://www.tiktok.com/@markronson/video/7104049080011164971?lang=en

artist handbook
spread the word

2023

go LIVE

allow fans to RSVP
Announce livestreams ahead of time

Co-hosted live with fans and creators. Artists
can co-host an event from the same location.
Co-host by inviting an eligible user.

(You must have a minimum of 1K followers to
go live) for more information, please see our
watch on TikTok Creator Portal)

d' TikTok 32


https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/foundations-for-success/going-live/
https://www.tiktok.com/@wetlegband/video/7166936194977172741?_t=8ac84wewZXB&_r=1
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xchapter five:
campaigh mode
¥
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ampaignh mode & Jl’\\(

BTS content, sneak peeks into
the studio music process

q
O X
\Y
I\
y =
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campaign mode

&>

previews where you play a snippet of
your new song will build up familiarity
and get fans excited before release*

*Ensure to work with your label/distributor on this & don't
upload pre-release audio clips longer than 60s!

d' TikTok

2023
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campaign mode

choose the right song clip -
do you have a hunch which

bit works bes

d' TikTok
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ampaign mode

Activate your network by
encouraging fans to use
your sound to create videos

d' TikTok
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playlists

lists
S

To find playlists, head to camera mode, click ‘add
sound’ and you will arrive at the sounds page

d' TikTok 38
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playlists

@D @,
® e
==>

Our playlists drive millions of creations
and let users know what's hot right now.
We've got something for everyone...

o s
)
dJ' TikTok ' W '
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playlists
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TikTok Vira

TikTok Viral &)

% Love You So

5 Monkeys Spinning Monkeys

Boy's a liar Pt. 2

& " Aesthetic

ey

“ Flowers

ceilings - Sped Up Version

i Beat Automotivo Tan Tan Tan Viral

G! Sure Thing (sped up)
5
% Love You So

the top tracks going viral
on TikTok around the
world, updated weekly.

UK Hot 50

UK Hot 50

Energy

ilc ceilings - Sped Up Version
r
Fd g

ﬁ
‘ﬂ Kulture Klub (Sped up Version)

ol Beat Automotivo Tan Tan Tan Viral

w Love You So
A L
u Collide (sped up)

; / i It's Called: Freefall (Sped Up)
( If We Ever Broke Up

the top tracks being used by
UK creators on TikTok,
updated daily.

New Music

New Music &
Eyes Closed

/% | Wrote A Song

Miracle

W Female Plugged In Special
N

A

'a Crying In My Bedroom

Red Ruby Da Sleeze

the best new music from the

UK and beyond, updated
weekly.

2023

40
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Moods

Emotional

Eyes Closed
=
-

. ceilings - Sped Up Version

Roles Reversed

=

[' AV

Here With Me

a Crying In My Bedroom
u Flowers

Home For My Heart

A
Ik
"
:
A
-

If We Ever Broke Up

If You Called Me Today, | Would Come B...

R

Emotional Songs, Love Songs,

Relaxing Vibes, Catching feels...

i these songs soundtrack the
TikTok mood of TikTok

£

&
R
A

Hip-Hop Fire, Pop Hits,
Dance/Electronic.. find the
very best across all genres
and styles

Genre
Playlists

R&B Jams

Her Way (Sped Up)

Needed Me

Sure Thing (sped up)

Mrs. Right

Cardboard Box - Happi Remix

Frozen

Collide (more sped up)

BREAK IT DOWN

2023

Themes

Gaming

F‘rﬁ Water (feat. Clara La San)
o

P!’w‘ Even Flow
N Pacman
|

2| Gameboy Color

d Heat Waves

E Arcade Paradise
[

§ World's Smallest Violin

Sport Energy, Fashion &
Beauty, Gaming... the tracks
driving an incredibly diverse

range of content 4
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share our
playlists

Share playlists you are featured in

on your other social channels
Sharing TikTok playlists is a great way of driving creations

of your music. Fans can click the playlist link and be taken
straight into the app to create videos using your songs.

d" TikTok

example

UK Hot 50
01:00

Aesthetic
Tollan Kim

02:14

Escapism. - Super Sped Up
RAYE

1 - I}

00:44

Naughty
Weir & The Cast of Roald Dahl's Matilda..

')

Sure Thing (sped up)
Miguel

00:29

Poker Face - South Park Version
Eric Cartman

01:00

Monkeys Spinning Monkeys

MacLeod & Kevin The Monkey

Every Summertime
NIKI

“ERE

01:00

Share to

Q!

2023
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https://www.tiktok.com/@ladyleshurr/video/6985208632539401478
https://vm.tiktok.com/ZMYHpd3fu/
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playlists

for your music to be featured in the library, it
needs to have been delivered by your label or
distributor.

check in with them if you can't find your tracks

make sure to pick a catchy timecode too.

d' TikTok 43
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If you're an independent artist or label, you
can upload your music to TikTok (and all other
DSPs) via

SoundOn

powered by TikTok

O

Head to SoundOn.Global to create an account § z

d' TikTok

2023
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http://soundon.global

artist handbook 2023

SoundOn

powered by TikTok
By uploading your music via SoundOn, you can

Keep 100% of your royalties in year 1
Own the masters to all your music
Be eligible for playlisting on the TikTok Sounds page

Preview your music on TikTok before it's released

d' TikTok 45
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extra features

trending hashtags
MW

#

CIQSSiCQ[ .
égz} #BehindThes ong Music

HMIXT oMaster

d TikTok #QueerSounds
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Or get creative and explore the effects page

tiktokers choosing a

sound on a random day

d" TikTok

Guess what... You don't have to dance if
you don't want to dance! Authenticity is
the most important thing! Don't be
afraid to experiment but find things that
feel real and natural to you.

48



Pinning Sounds e 0

HOW to pin your mUSiC: @maddieandtaemusic

1. Go to your profile and tap on the music tab. o Folowrs Lies
2. Tap the “Pin” button next to the song you'd like to highlight. m .
The sounds will be listed in the order you selected. A
3. To remove a pinned sound, tap the pin button next to the & httpsi/ink bio/maddieandtae
sound again. n

| Strangers [EED

EN

d' TikTok
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179.8K

go LIVE

How to share your scheduled live:

a4

1. From your profile, select the calendar LIVE EVENTS

x
icon. QB The Peace Ceramics The Peace Ceramics

2. Click on LIVE Event to go to the LIVE Event page. R z“’:::‘;::'

3. Tap the share icon. Y © e © s ammeren

4. Copy link & share your event across your online W i ot
community. St

2@3:&

+

©c0

d' TikTok 50



case study: P
RAYE's “Escapism”

RAYE successfully used TikTok to promote her hit song “Escapism”. She
started by teasing her singles and subtly building hype on TikTok. She
brought fans along the journey through each release, drumming up
support from the TikTok community as she went.

A fanmade sped-up version of “Escapism” catapulted the song into the
stratosphere, starting a viral trend.

. New song

Things to remember: & | ‘Escapism’ out now & 3
TP =

1. Start planning early pre release - ‘

2. Bank lots of content throughout the music process

3. Share off-platform successes & make fans feel like they are part of

the success

4. Be reactive - identify small trends early & act (e.g. delivering sped

up versions as quickly as possible)

watch on TikTok
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https://vm.tiktok.com/ZMYRNXkLV/
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resources

+resou rCesSx

SoundOn

Creator Portal

Music Newsletter

Connecting social accounts to TikTok

Community Guidelines

Switching Account Types

d' TikTok
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http://www.soundon.global
https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/
https://mailchi.mp/tiktok/uk-artists-newsletter
https://support.tiktok.com/en/getting-started/setting-up-your-profile/linking-another-social-media-account
https://www.tiktok.com/creators/creator-portal/en-us/category/community-guidelines-and-safety/
https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/pro-accounts-offer-new-insights-to-avid-creators
https://www.tiktok.com/legal/terms-of-service?lang=en
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thank you!

that’'s a wrap ~

For any other questions please contact help@tiktok.com
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